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By this time, you may have started...

• Letters of  Recommendation

• Counselor Questionnaire

• Parent Comment Sheet

• Summer Mailing

• Timeline/Instructions/Important Dates

• Common App and Naviance matching



Right Now

• Senior Workshops 9/12

• Senior Conferences 

• College Fairs/visits

• SAT/ACT

• Transcript Request Form



SAT/ACT
Testing timeline:

• Register for any additional tests
Familiarize yourself  with your college’s score policy:

• Officially sent from College Board ~ Preferred Method
• SAT Optional ~ www.Fairtest.org

To send scores officially:

• Follow the prompts for “send scores”
• School’s preference will appear ~ Highest, All, or None
• Cost $12 
• Allow approximately 2 weeks for delivery

http://www.fairtest.org


College Applications

•Common 
Application

•Coalition

•SUNY App
•CUNY App
•College Websites



Transcript Request Form

•TRF is due 10 
school days before 
college application 
deadline



Application Deadlines

• Early Decision
• Early Action
• Regular/Rolling Decision



Linking Your Account

• FERPA
• Naviance Links w/ Common App



Be Organized

• College Email Address
• Supplemental Essays
• Common App Dashboard
• Grades Still Count
• You Have Time



The College Essay



Common Application 2022-23 Essay Prompts

1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they believe their application 
would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share your story. 

2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. Recount a time when you 
faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the experience? 

3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted your thinking? What was 
the outcome? 

4. Reflect on something that someone has done for you that has made you happy or thankful in a 
surprising way. How has this gratitude affected or motivated you?

5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal growth and a new 
understanding of yourself or others. 

6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all track of time. Why does it 
captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn more? 

7. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already written, one that responds to a different 
prompt, or one of your own design.



“I have nothing to write about.”



Writing Exercises: 3 or 21

• 3 moments you can’t forget

• 3 fears

• 3 favorite places – be specific!

• 3 photos that are important to you

• 21 Details: Make a list of  21 details from your life, interesting facts that 
describe some small, random part of  who you are.



Things to Keep in Mind



Proofread Please

• Watch grammar and punctuation in all fields.

• Common Spelling Errors

• We worry about the hurry!

• Use the Preview feature on the Common Application.



The Common Mistakes of  
the Common Application

• The one-size-must-fit-all essay.

• One little mistake gets multiplied by the number of  colleges you apply to.



Don’t Ever Guess

• EOP/HEOP

• Scholarships

• Majors

• Special Programs

• Social Security Number



Know Your Role

• Parent: Must sign the TRF 

• Student: Sends applications, Sends official test scores, Hands TRF to your 
counselor.

• Counselor: Sends transcript and letters of  recommendation to colleges listed 
on the TRF.



Fully Submit your Applications

• Submitting applications is a long process.

• Check the checkmarks.

• Check your (email) mailbox.

• Know approximately when you should get an admissions decision.



Computers do not read college applications

• Be patient.  
• A phrase we hear very often…."My college didn't receive my transcript."

• Follow email prompts to set up an account at the college. 

• It may take several weeks for your application to be marked complete.

• Real people work in college admissions offices!  Reach out directly by phone 
or email.



Questions?


